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LOCALS ONLY · REGION NO. 07

The Equestrian
Corridor
Two markets where buying an estate means joining an actual
culture: a world-class show center in the Blue Ridge foothills, and a
140-year-old winter polo colony.

A field guide to 2 communities, each scored out of 100.
Reported by Damian Hall · Current to June 2026
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THE BRIEF

The Equestrian Corridor, at a glance.
This is the part of the map most relocation guides skip, and the part the Damian Hall Group knows

best: the Southern equestrian corridor, where the amenity is not a clubhouse but a working horse

culture. Two markets define it, an hour and a half apart, and they suit different riders.

Tryon and Landrum, on the Carolina state line, are built around the Tryon International Equestrian

Center, a world-class show facility in the foothills. Aiken, two hours south, is an aristocratic

Thoroughbred and polo town with a winter-colony tradition that predates almost everything else on

these pages. Neither is a gated luxury subdivision, and that is the appeal.

THE SCORECARD

Aiken THOROUGHBRED · POLO COLONY 87/100

Tryon & Landrum (TIEC) SHOW CENTER · FOOTHILLS FARMS 83/100

HOW THE SOUTHERN ESCAPES SCORE WORKS

Every community is rated out of 100 from five pillars worth twenty points each: Lifestyle & Setting,
Amenities & Club, Value & Appreciation, Access & Location, and Exclusivity & Prestige. It is one editor's
working opinion, not an appraisal. On this plateau of addresses, a 79 is not a failing grade.
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No. 01

Tryon & Landrum (TIEC)
Where serious horse money lives when it is not in Wellington, anchored by a
$100M international show center in the Blue Ridge foothills.

SOUTHERN ESCAPES SCORE 83
/100

LIFESTYLE & SETTING 17

AMENITIES & CLUB 19

VALUE & APPRECIATION 18

ACCESS & LOCATION 13

EXCLUSIVITY & PRESTIGE 16

The Tryon and Landrum corridor straddles the North and South Carolina line at the foot of the Blue

Ridge, rolling pastures with the low summer humidity that elevation buys and a full operational

ecosystem of vets, farriers, and trainers. The Tryon International Equestrian Center, opened in the

mid-2010s, put it on the global map: five hundred-stall barns, FEI-level competition footing, and a

calendar that runs from the spring three-day event through fall, with free admission to most shows,

which keeps the culture closer to a village than a velvet rope.

This is acreage, not a subdivision. Working farms on the North Carolina side run from roughly $500K,

while the Landrum side commands higher per-acre pricing for its proximity to the center, with turn-key

arena properties from $1M to $2M and professional facilities above that. The trade is rural: Charlotte is

ninety minutes and you are not walking to dinner. For a working equestrian who wants to hack to a

five-star venue, the value against Wellington or Middleburg is the whole story.

FARMS

~$500K to $4M+
THE DRAW

Tryon International
Equestrian Center

NOTE

Rural acreage; CLT ~90
min

WHY LOCALS RATE IT

• A genuine world-class show center to hack to

• The full horse ecosystem is already built, not
aspirational

• Real value against Wellington and Middleburg
pricing

WHAT TO WEIGH

• Rural; limited dining and cultural amenities nearby

• No gated clubhouse community if that is what you
want

• Ninety minutes to a major airport in Charlotte
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No. 02

Aiken
The most aristocratic horse town in America, where Thoroughbreds train on
sand and polo has been played since 1882.

SOUTHERN ESCAPES SCORE 87
/100

LIFESTYLE & SETTING 19

AMENITIES & CLUB 18

VALUE & APPRECIATION 17

ACCESS & LOCATION 15

EXCLUSIVITY & PRESTIGE 18

Aiken's equestrian heritage is institutional, built by Northern families who wintered here from the 1880s

for the mild climate and the famous Aiken sand that gives Thoroughbreds ideal footing. The historic

training track still runs September through May, Whitney Field is the oldest continuously used polo

venue in the country, and Hitchcock Woods is a twenty-one-hundred-acre urban forest laced with riding

trails. The Horse District, walking distance to all of it, is the epicenter, and Augusta National sits just

seventeen miles away.

The broad county equestrian market averages near $950K, with in-district homes and turn-key

five-acre setups generally $1M to $2M and professional training facilities above $3M. Aiken prices rose

double digits year over year into 2026, helped by South Carolina's favorable tax climate and no Helene

overhang. The honest notes: it is flat and hot June through September when the horse crowd thins,

and the social culture has its own codes. For a Thoroughbred or polo buyer who wants a real, layered

horse community, Aiken is the most authentic address in the South.

ESTATES

~$950K to $3M+
THE DRAW

Training track, Whitney
Field polo, Hitchcock
Woods

NOTE

Augusta 17 mi; SC tax
tailwind

WHY LOCALS RATE IT

• A deep, authentic, 140-year horse culture

• Hitchcock Woods and a historic training track on
hand

• Strong appreciation and a favorable SC tax climate

WHAT TO WEIGH

• Flat and hot in summer; the horse crowd thins

• Its own social codes take time to learn

• No nearby international airport or luxury retail core
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Considering one of these
addresses?
Before you tour a single home, an Advisory Conversation tells you which community actually

fits the life you are building, and what the move is worth under the new Carolina tax math.

Schedule one at calendly.com/damianhallgroup, or run the numbers yourself with the Tax

Alpha Calculator at southernescapes.com.

The Southern Escapes Score is an editorial opinion, not an appraisal or investment rating. Price ranges, club fees, and market
figures are estimates current to June 2026, drawn from sources believed reliable but not guaranteed, and they change. Confirm
any figure with the community and your own advisors before acting on anything you read here.


